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FAQ  DF7ELCPI.IENTS 

You've  heard,  and  seen,  the  reports  on  Undersecretar3/"  Dodd's  presentation, 
here  at  the  FAO  session  on  World  Food  Proposals,  of  the  U.  S.  Government's  posit- 
ion on  Sir  John  Orr's  World  Food  Board.    We're  enclosing  summaries  of  proceedings 
of  the  sessions,  including  Dodd's  statement  for  the  U.  S.  delegation.     (See  p,  2 
of  summary  for  Oct.  28.) 

If  you  will  check  back  to  our  3FD  Letter  of  Sept.  6  (p.l)  you'll  find  a 
summary  of  Dodd's  presentation  of  the  U.  S.  Government's  attitude  at  the  Copen- 
hagen conference  in  September.    The  remarks  in  that  summary  gc  as  "far  as  DoddTs 
statement  did  at  any  point  toward  support  of  specific  features  of  Orr's  proposed 
World  Food  Board.    What  it  said  was  that  "We  are ...  strongly  in  favor  of  the  gener- 
al objectives  laid  down  by  Sir  John  Orr."    And  then,  that  "we  recommend  the 
establishment  of  an  FAO  commission  to  work  out  in  detail  an  international  program." 
to  stabilize  prices,  and  improve  nutrition. 

The  questions  about  the  U.  S.  position  have  grown  out  of  the  fact  that  our 
Government's  position  this  week  went  farther  toward  exceptions  and  objections  to 
the  World  Food  Board  than  some  had  expected  in  the  light  of  our  endorsement  of 
the  objectives. 

The  basic  issue  hinges  considerably  on  how  much  of  the  objectives  are  to  be 
achieved  by  specific  steps  proposed  by  Orr,  and  how  much  through  international 
agreements  of  the-  type  embodied  in  the  program  being  considered  by  the  Prepara- 
tory Commission  on  International  Trade  Organization  now  meeting  in  L#ndon. 


WHERE'S  THE  SUGAR? 


If  you  folks  are  still  wondering  why  they're  getting  only  about  1§  lbs.* 
of  sugar  apiece  a  week  instead  of  their  pre-war  2  lbs. ..well,  this  is  the  present 
situation,  according  to  PMA. 

la    Present  U.  S.  (continental)  sugar  production  is  about  30$  of  '46  use 
here  at  home... or  about  same  as  pre-war.    War-time  curtailment,  in  favor  of  other 
crops,  now  checked. . .and  substantial  increases  over  low  war  years. 

2.  The  Philippines  (which  shipped  us  1  million  tons  a  year  before  the  war) 
...and  Java  (which  shipped  1,250,000  tons  to  U.  S.  and  friendly  countries).... 

will  not  recover  sufficiently  from  Jap  damage  to  export  much  sugar  before  1948. 

3.  European  beet  sugar  industry  making  steady,  but  gradual  comeback. 

4.  Impractical  to  increase  cane  production  much  in  La.,  Fla. ,  Puerto  Rico, 
Hawaii,  or  Virgin  Islands.    Cuba  has  t not  .been  . able  .  to  ..of f  set  losses-'in  other  parts 
of  world... and  some  of  her  sugar  was  diverted .to  .alcohol  for  synthetic  rubber. 


We'd  of  had  a  little  more  sugar  a  person  barring  our  sharing  some  with  our 
'allies,  or  liberated  areas.    But  we 've  . st i\\  .had  as  .much  a  person  as  any  other 
major  nation. ..with  only  Britain  and  Canada  .equalling  us. 

"We  'may  get  more  sugar  by  next  April,  but  probably  won't  get  unlimited  supplie 
for  many  months  yet . 

*    On  basis  of  73  lbs.  per  person,  a  year,  as  against  usual  100  lbs. 

SURPLUS  POTATOES  FOR  FEED 

Those  of  you  in  surplus  potato  areas  might  check  with  your  county  agents, 
and  State  Extension  and  Experiment  Station    people,,  about  use  of  potatoes  for 
livestock  and  poultry  feed. 

PMA  reports  experimental  trials  in  Maine  and  Long  Island  in  putting  into  the 

silo  a  mixture  of  potatoes  and  cornj  if  there's  room  on  top,  also  a  mixture  of 

potatoes  and  cornstalks.    Farmers  in  some  areas  also  report  good  results  in 

cooking  and  feeding  surplus  potatoes  to  hogs  and  chickens, 

PMA  reports  that  as  a  result  of  feeding,  some  users  have  been  paying  more 
for  potatoes  than  they  paid  for  the  early  and  intermediate  surplus  crops. 

DOPE  ON  TOMATO  BLIGHT 

Scientists  and  others  are  getting  together  at  Indianapolis,  Nov.  20-21  to 
take  stock  of  the  tomato  blight  that  caused  such  terrific  losses  in  some  of  the 
tomato  areas  this  summer.     The  session  is  called  by  the  National  Canners' 
Association. 

Those  of  you  in  the  affected  areas  may  want  to  check  with  your  State  Experi* 
ment  Station  and  Extension  people  after  they  return  from  the  meeting. 


USDA's  new  Tamers  Home  Administrat ion  makes  its  debut  today  (Nov.  1)... 
carrying  on  the  work  of  the  former  Farm  Security  Administration,  and  the  Emer- 
gency Crop  and  Feed  Loan  Division  of  FeLrm  Credit. 

The  new  FHA  will  make  production  and  subsistence  loans  (formerly  called 
rehabilitation  loans)... at  5%. ..for  periods  up  to  5  years.    It  also  will  make 
farm  ownership  loans  to  buy,  enlarge,  and  improve  family -type  farms... up  to  the 
average  values  in  the  community. • .with  a  top  limit  of  fl2,000v    These  ownership 
loans  bear  3-%-S  interest ..  .and  are  repayable  up  to  40  years.      eterans  get 
preference  on  these  loans.    A  further  new  consideration  to  veterans  is  privision 
that  a  veteran  may  get  a  loan  if  his  pension,  plus  his  income,  will  enable  him 
to  pay  off  the  loan. 

One  important  change  under  FEA  is  that  a  borrower  must  switch  from  FHA  to 
private  or  co-op  lending  agencies  at  such  time  as  they  will  take  him  on;  provided 
that  they  offer  him  prevailing  terms  at  not  more  than  5$. 

As  of  Oct.  31,  Farm  Security  had  640,000  borrowers,  including  37,000  farm 
ownership  loans.    EC&FL  had  more  than  950,000  crop  loans  on  its  books. 

FOOD  CONTROL  0ED3RS  SBFINK 

With  the  recent  rapid  removal  of  various  food  decontrols,  the  food  orders 
that  USDA's  H/l  handles  has  dropped  from  the  war-time  total  of  178  -to  £4  as  of 
today. 

The  orders  still  in  effect  include  several  having  to  do  with  procuring  for 
Government  agencies  butter,  meat,  rice,  Cheddar  cheese,  dried  fruit,  canned  fish 
and  shellfish...  .with  two  additional  orders  having  to  do  with  enforcement  of 
priority  ana  allocation  orders.    Other  orders  still  in  effect  have  to  do  with 
equitable  distribution  of  raw  sugar  to  refiners,  conserving  and  distributing 
molasses,  sugar  rationing,  restrictions  on  use  of  malt.    Still  others  deal  with 
maintaining  production  of  manufactured  dairy  products,  insuring  an  adequate 
supply  and  distribution  of  peanuts,  distribution  of  sugar,  and  conserving  grain, 
and  wheat  and  flour.    A  further  order  is  designed  to  help  vets  get  farm  machinery 
and  e  qu  ipme  n t . 

■Meanwhile,  U3DA  announces  that  on  next  Dec.  31,  it  stops  buying  food  (except 
wheat)  for  foreign  cash-buying  Government. 

MOFJS  '47  COALS  AMQUjjCEI 

USDA  made  two  more  announcements  this  week  concerning  production  goals  for  1 

147  # 

A  potato  goal  of  2,669,800  acres  was  announced. . .116 ,000  acres  below  the 
acreage  planted  in  '46.    Only  growers  who  plant  within  their  goals  are  eligible 
for  price  support. 

The  Department  also  announced  f  inal  goals  for  rye,  winter  cover  crop  seeds, 
sugar  beets,  sugarcane,  and  dry  edible  peas.    They  are  essentially  the  same  as  the 
preliminary  goals  suggested  in  August. 
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LEGUME  SEED  HARVEST  GOOD 

Farmers  who  are  hoping  to  put  more  land  into  legume  crops  next  year  will  be 
interested  to  hear  preliminary  extimates  of  a  good  harvest  of  important  legume 
seeds.    Here's  how  they  stack  up; 

Alfalfa. .  .36^  larger  than  last  year...  ."biggest  harvest  on  record. 

Alsike....  9%  larger  than  last  year. 

Red  Clover. &fo  larger  than  last  year... third  largest  on  record. 

Most  of  the  increase  in  'the  seed  crop  is  due  to  a  larger  acreage  "being 
harvested  for  seed.    Higher  prices. . .plus  legume  seed  payments  under  the  Agricul- 
tural Conservation  Program. . .made  it  profitable  for  more  farmers  to  cut  their 
crop  for  seed. 

1/Thether  the  estimated  increased  harvest  will  be  large  enough  to  meet  all 
demands  next  spring  will  depend  on  how  much  farmers  increase  their  seedings. 

WARN  AGAINST  DAMAGED  WHEAT 

We  get  reports  of  considerable  bad  wheat  reaching  market .. .that  has  to  go 
for  livestock  feed.    Under  ceilings,  grade  didn't  count  so  much  in  prices. 
But,  now,  with  ceilings  off... and  feed  grains  more  plentiful. . .loads  of  wheat 
with  damaged  grain  mixed  in  are  likely  to  be  down-graded.     So  you  might  caution 
growers  tc  watch  the  quality  of  grain  they  market. 


YOUR  HELP  HELPED : I [ 

Over  50,000  new  Federal  wheat  crop  insurance  contracts  were  completed 
during  the  sign-up  campaign  just  ended  in  States  growing  winter  wheat.  That 
makes  350,000  wheat  growers  who'll  have  their  1947  crop  investment  protected. 

Yes. . .your  help  helped. . .Thanks . 

Crop  insurance  sign-up  is  now  under  way  for  spring  wheat,  cotton  and  flax, 
but  the  peak  of  the  campaign  will  come  sometime  after  the  first  of  the  year. 

COTTON  INSURANCE  PAYS  OFF. 

Incidentally.   .   .Federal  crop  insurance  paid  off  this  year  for  50,000 
cotton  growers.   .   .  about  one-third  of  those  protected  by  Federal  crop  insurance. 

The  estimated  losses  ran  $30-35  million. 


3AE  report  briffs 

Agricultural  Prices  (Released  Oct.  29) 

A  lot  has  happened  to  prices  since  Oct.  15 (-  the  day  of  meat  decontrol).  But 
this  is  the. price  picture  AS  OP  OCT.  15 : 

Prices  Fanners  Receive. . .rose  12.3$  in  month  ended  Oct.  15. ..to  275$  of 
1909-14  average , 

Prices  Farmers  Pay. . .  rose  4$  in  month  ended  Oct.  15... to  818$  of  1909-14 
average. 

With  prices  farmers  receive  rising  faster,  and  farther,  than  what  they  pay, 
prices  for  all  farm  commodit ies  averaged  '152>    of  parity  oh  Oct.  15.     Of  the  basic 
commodities,  peanuts  was  the  only  one  below  parity  on  Oct.  15.    The  parity 
positions  'WereN  • 

Peanuts'-- — 88$  Cotton  -147$ 

;•-••<   "  Wheat  103$  '  li  Rice— -—127$ 

Corn-  —129$  .  '  Tobacco  -133$(Types  11-14) 

The 'trends  during  the  month  ended  Oct.  15  for  various  commodities  wore : ' 

Eogs,  beef  cattle,  veal  calves,  lambs. . .advanced  sharply  during  month  to 
all-time  highs .'.  .with  index  of  livestock  and  products  at  299$  of  1909-14  average. 

Dairy  products,  poultry  arid  eggs:     Increases  general. 

Wool:  Unchanged 

Cotton,  most  oil  crops  food  grains- increased  with  all'-crcp  index  at  244$  of 

1909-14  average. 
Truck  crops,  potatoes,  citrus  fruits:     Prices  lower.'' 

Again, — -All  the  foregoing  is.  as  of.  Oct.  1,5.    Since  then,  livestock  .'prices 
have  fluctuated  widely. , .prices  of  cotton  (both  future  and  spot)  and  of  some 
grains  have  dropped. 

Livestock  and  Wool  Situation  ("As  of*  Oct,'  25)  ' 

This  is  the  prospect,  in  brief,  for  meat  production. 

For  '46        Total  meat  production  may  run  about  1  billion' lbs.  under  the  22.9 

billion  of  T 45 .with  most  of  reduction  coming  in  Sept.  and  early  Oct.  For 
rest  of  '46,  slaughter  of  

Cattle,  calves,  hogs:  expected  to  run  ahead  of  last  year; 
Sheep,  lambs;  likely  to  continue  lower  than  last  year." 


(Continued  on  next  page.) 
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Bae  Report  Briefs  — (continued  from  page  5  «  ) 

For  '47           Total  meat  production  probably  at  least  as  lar^e  as  '46... maybe  * 

larger. .< with  civilians  expected  to  get  at  least  as  much  as  the  145  lbs.  a  person 
in  ?46.  •  i 

Cattle  marketings  likely  to  continue  large  through  winter  and  springy 

because  many  producers  think  present  prices  will  not  continue  into  '47-48* 

Hog  Slaughter  through  March  about  as  large  as  year  earlier ». .with  more 

than  seasonal  reduction  in  spring  and  summer  as  result  of  sharp  drop  in  '46 
fall  pig  crop. 


US  DA.  OFFICIAL  TRA\ 

rSL 

Phoenix 

Nov* 

b 

Sec'y.  Anderson 

Arizona  Coop.  Council 

St.  Louis 

A1  OV  k 

Sec'y*  Anderson 

IMational  Good  ..iilK  •rrod.ted* 

Portland 

l>iOVe 

id 

oec  y.  Anuersoii 

)\ I  *~   *i—  ~l    /~\  Vl  ft    1         fJ  V*  r~i  "Vl  iT 

iMctxixonax  iTraiige 

York,  Pa. 

Novo 

22 

Under-Sec 'y.  Dodd 

Nat  *1.& Intent tl* Food  Sit> ' 

San  Francisco 

Dec  • 

Q  - 

a  — 

1  1 

Under-Sec *y.  Dodd 

Annual  Meeting  Farm  Bur c Fed. 

Eastern  Oregon 

Dec  e 

16- 

-17- 

-18    Under-Sec'y.  Dodd 

Wheat  League  Meeting 

isew  io"k  L/i uy 

1M  O  V  • 

1 1 

L  ± 

Asct.  Sec'y.  Brannan 

Distillers  Rect.  &  Importers 

Detroit 

TVT 

Nov. 

lo 

Asst.  Sec'y.  Brannan 

Commissioners,  Sec'y.* 

Directors  of  Agriculture 

Chicago 

Dec. 

12 

Asst.  Sec'y.  Brannan 

Soil  Conservation  Society 

St*  Paul 

Nov* 

7-1 

3 

G.F.Geissler ,  Mgr.  Fed. 

1948  Wheat  Crop  Ins.  Program 

Crop  Insurance 

Kansas  City 

Dec. 

13 

t!                 II                    II  H 

n          it          ii        it  ti 

Salt  Lake  City 

Dec. 

14 

-15 

tl                 II                    It  II 

n          ii          it        it  ti 

Mi  lwaukee 

Now 

11 

S.A.Meyer, 

Convention-  Wisconsin 

Asst.  Admin.,  PMA 

Canners  Association 

New  York  City 

Nov* 

19 

Tt                     II  11 

Grocery  Mfgrs*  of  Amer. 

Los  Angeles 

Nav. 

21 

-22' 

-23  "            "  " 

.  Western  Growers  Assoc. 

Manhattan,  Kans. 

Nov. 

13 

Dir.  Ext.  SerD  M.LoWilson    Extension  Conference 

Lincoln,  Nebr. 

Nov. 

14 

-15 

Dir.  Ext,  Ser.  M.L.Wilson    Extension  Conference 

Lynchburg,  Va. 

Nov. 

19 

-21 

Asst.  Ext.  Director 

Reuben  Brigham 

Knoxville 

Nov. 

25 

tt  ti 

Extension  Service 

Enclosures : 

3  Summaries  of  FAO  Preparatory  Commission  Meeting 


i  serve* 

7  ft  in 


7*  R<t<U*  v**<x»i4 


r2^ 


From  the:       *  ^ 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

9.Q  w 


IN  THIS  ISSUES 


General 


♦ 


FAC-ITO  Frogress.  ,.1 

Anderson:  Grange  Talk.  .1 

SCS  Iron  Zipf  on  Flatters  

State  Goals  Coming  Up  •  .2 

Background  on  f47  Goals,  2 

Fossi"ble  Crop  Adjustments.,  ..2 

Sidelights  on  Goals  »»3 


November:  15,  1946 


RADIO  SERVICE 

KENI3ETH  •  IvL  GAPEIT 


Soil  Conservation  Pistricts..  U— 5 

Anderson  on  Fairy  Future.   5 

3AS  Situation  Briefs  6^7 

Nat'l.  Food  Situation.   6 

USFA  Official  Travel   7 

Potatoes  Ad  Infinitum   7 

Among  Ourselves,   3 

WC-Y  Listener  Survey.   3 

USFA  Official  Travel   3 


FAO-ITO  FEOGEESS  EFFORT 

As  we  go  to  press,  this  is  the  latest  on  the  progress  of  the  two  UI  agencies 
meeting  in  London  and  Washington,  respectively,  which  are  concerned  with  plan's  to 
deal  with  post— war  problems  of  agricultures 

The  International  Trade  Organization  Preparatory  Commission...  s  expected  to 
wind  up  its  session  in  London  Nov.  2Ue     It  will  then  refer  the  results  of  its 
session  to  various  countries,  preparatory  to  a  general  meeting  on  trade  organiza- 
tion. 

Meanwhile,  it  looks  as  if  the  2  committees  of  the  FAO  preparatory-  commission 
meeting  here  in  Washington  will  he  busy  for  some  weeks. 

There  is  some  overlapping  in  proposals  considered  at  the  two  sessions  for 
stabilizing  prices* 

ANDERSON  AT  GRANGE  SESSION. 

Secretaty  Anderson  addressed  the  Rational  Grange  at  Portland,  Nov.  15,  on 
relationships  of  farm  organizations  and  Government.  We're  enclosing  a-  copy  of 
his  address.     You  might  note  in  particular  pp.'  4  and  5» 

SOS  FR3M  ZIFF 

Bill  Zipf  wires  that  EPF's  not  requesting  soon  the  coverage  they  want  from  the 
U-H  Congress  at  Chicago  may  get  stuck.  (See  p.  5-6  our  PEP  Letter  for  Oct.  25.) 
Bill' s  receiving  orders  for  recordings  up  to  Nov.  25  at  Columbus*    After  that 
you'll  reach  him  at  the  Stevens  Eotel  in  Chicago.     Better  contact  him  quick. 


STATE  GOALS  COMING  UP 


A  State-by-State  break-down  of  recommended  farm  production  goals  for  f47  is 
going  out  today  (the  10th}  for  consideration  by  Stat  3  USDA  Councils. 

The  Councils  are  requested  to  report  back  to  USDA  by  Dec,  6  ouch  suggestions 
as  they  have,  If  a  State  accepts  its  recommended  goal,  or  something  close  to  it3 
it  can  go  ahead  and  announce  the  State  goal  right  away. 

BACKGROUND  Oil  f47  GOALS 

Back  of  another  year  of  top  production  celled  for  in  '47  are  four  main 
factors : 

The  strong  domestic  demand ,  stimulated  by  high .  industrial  employment  to' 

catch  up  with  the.  backlog  of  demand  for  •  industry' s  products'. 

Many  foreign 'countries  still  are  critically  .short  of -food  and  other  farm 
products*    " '  i  ■ 

Need  to'  build  up'  reserve  supplies  of  many,  c cmmodo'.tie-s  depleted  during  the 
'  war'  and  famine  emergencies. 

Allowance  for  less  favorable  growing  weather .. .and  lower  yields .. .than 
during  past  several  years. 

"Top  production,"  of  course,  does  not  imply  unlimited  demand  for  all  farm 
commodit ies .    By  exceeding  goals,  especially  for  potatoes,  peanuts,  and  bur ley 
tobacco,  farmers  could  easily  over-produce  and  bring  on  serious  difficulties. 
Farmers  are  asked  to  keep  within  goals  on  such  products,,  to  help  make  most 
effective  the  Government's  price  support  commitments. 


POSSIBLE  CROP  ADJUSTMENTS 

The  goals  for  several  commodities. ..set  in  the  light  of  needs  for  foods  and 
other  product s .. .result  in  rather  intense . competition  for  use  of  land  in  some  . 
areas.    The  suggested  acreage  of  cropland  in  the  We  stern  Corn  Belt  and  Northern 
Great  Plains  is  especially  high. 

USDA  is  asking  the  State  councils  t3  recommend  revisions  in  goals  if  the 
goals  wouli  likely  result  in  really  0 anger ous  departure  from  good  land  use.  The 
suggested  expansion  in  acreage  of  cot  b  on,  flaxseed ,  ans  soybeano  is  tj  be  care- 
fully weighed  as  to  lane-use  requirements  anc  competition  for  land  by  other  needed 
crops;  for  example,  consideration  will  be  given  to  relationships  of  cotton  and 
grain  sorghums,  ' wheat  and  flaxseed,  etc  In  view  of  the  large  plantings  of  winter 
wheat  ...and  its  excellent  condition. . .the  goals  for  planting  of  spring  wheat 
may  be  adjusted  if  conditions  warrant.    It  may  not  be  possible  to  achieve  the 
flaxseed  goal  unless  plantings  of  spring  wheat  are  below  the  goals  announced.  The 
need  for  flaxseed  would  indicate  that  some  shift  is  desirable. 

In  view  of  the  big  acreage  of  soil-depleting  crops  called  for,  conservation 
practices  are.  especially  important  to  'ease  the  strain  on  the  soil. 


-  3  ~ 


SILELIGETS  Ch  GOALS 

The  following  are  sidelights  on  a  few  of  the  more  important  production 
goals  for  '47: 

Feed  Or a ins.    The  recommended  '47  goal  for  feed  grains. — corn,  oats,  barley,  . 

sorghums  for  grain  totals  153  million  acres... This  acreage  is  expected  to 

produce  115.3  million  tons  of  grain  which  would  meet  expected  requirements, 
including  exports,  in  the  '47-4£  feeding  season. 

Corn.    The  recommended  goal  for  corn  is  92.25  million  acres... 99$  of  the  '46 
indicated  acreage.     Corn  Belt  States  recognize  that  soils  have  been  cropped  _ 
heavily  since  1940,  and  many-  suggest  somewhat  smaller  acreages  of  corn  for  '47. 

utside  th    North  Central  States,  farmers  want  to  grew  larger  acreages  of  feed 
grains  to  be  less  dependent  upon  shippea-in  feed. 

Oat 5-3arley-S orghum.    Recommended  goal  for  cats  is  95$  of  '46  indicated  acreage... 
barley  118$ ...  sorghums  other  than  for  syrup  15  million  acres,   of  which  7.5. 
million  acres  should  be  for  harvest  as  grain,  123?:  of  '46  acreage.    In  Wise, 
Minn.,  and  the  Dakotas,   some  shift  from  oats  to  barley  production  is  suggested. 

Flaxseed.    The  suggested  goal  is  5  million  acres. . .85$  above  '46  indicated  acreage. 
...and  117$  above  '37-41  average.    Increase  due  to  demand  for  drying  oil  land 
uncertainties  as  to  imports  from  Argentina- 

Soybeans .    Demand  for  edible  fats  and  oils  calls  for  another  large  production  of 
soybeans  for  beans » . .with  suggested  goal  of  11,300,000  acres.. =19^  above  '46 
indicated  acreage. .,.  and  174$  above  '37-41  average. 

Peanuts.    The  suggested  goal  of  2,750}000  acres... with  5-year  average  yields... 
should  meet  requirements.    This  is  13$  below  '46  indicated  acreage  but  51$  above 
'37-41  average. 

Cotton.    The  suggested  goal  for  cotton  of  23  million  acres  is  26$  above  '46 
indicated;  acreage ,  but  13$  below  '37-41  average. 

Sweetpotatces .    The  goal  is  799,000  acres.. .11$  above  '46  indicated  acreage... 
and  4$  above  '41-46  average,, 

Beef  Cattle,    Proposed  slaughter  goal  for  cattle  and  calves  is  34.5  million... 
compared  with  estimated  f46  slaughter  of  32  million.    Expect  beef  cattle  numbers 
to  be  about  43  million  head  at  end  of  this  year. .  ..and  total  cattle  and  calf 
numbers  about  30  million.     Increased  slaughter  recommended  both  to  furnish  needed 
meat  when  market  strong. . .and  to  bring  about  desirable  adjustment  in  beef  cattle 
industry. 

Dairy.    Goal  of  120     illicn    lor.  of  milk  -suggested. . .  as  maximum  attainable 
product  ion. ..  in  face  of  est  ir.atei  requirements  of  127.3  billion  lbs.  on  milk 
equivalent  basis.    Several  actions  suggested  for  consideration  in  meeting  dairy 
goal. 

Dry  Beans  and  Rice.  Needs  greater  than  nation's  ability  to  produce.. 
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SOIL  CONSERVATION  DISTRICT  STORIES 


The  Soil  Conservation  Districts  in  your  territory  are  now  holding  annual 
meetings. . .report ing  on  accomplishments  this  year .. .making  plans  for  the  coming 
year.-    They'll  provide  good  stories  for  the  next  few  months. 

Status  of  D istrict s 

The  latest  statistics  on  districts  are  about  1700  soil  conservation  districts, 

some  in  every  State.  ,  Five  States  Ala.,  3.  C,  N.  H . ,  Del.,  R.I.  are 

completely  covered  with  districts. . .about  25  are  more  than  half  covered. . .more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  farms  in  trie  U.  S.  are  covered. 

USDA  estimates  that  £600  districts  would  cover  97-99$  of  the  agricultural 
land  in  the  U.  S.  (not  including  Federally-owned.)     About  15-20  new  districts 

are  being  added  a  month  by  votes  of  farmers  understate  laws  with  estimates  of 

5-7  years  required  for  local  people  to  completely  "district"  II.  S.  farm  land. 

The  sections  especially  in  need  of  more  districts  are  the  West,  Mid-west, 

and  the  Tennessee  River  watershed. 

Even  in  the  districts  already  organized,  of  course,  there  is  still -a  

tremendous  job  to  extend  soil-saving  farming  to  all  the  acreage  within  the 
district . 

Some  S ducat ional  Jobs 

There  are  two  or  throe  points  of  particular  interest  in  the  over-all 
educational  job  on  soil  conservation  districts.: 

3. .    Use  Lund  According  to  Ability.  VI ith  the  war  over,  there's  increasing  emphasis 
on  using  every  acre  according  to  its  best  use... and  of  figuring  out  this  use 
before  'putting  work  or  money,  into  say,  a  terrace  in  a  cornfield  that  should  be 
in  pasture. 

2.    Tie  in  Local  Agencies.  The  districts  need  the  help  of  schools,  business  and 
professional  groups,  churches,  and  various  public  and  private  agencies  on  the 
educational  and  conservation  job.    The  people  in  the  districts  are  doing  more  of 
the  conservation  job  themselves,  with  less  outside  help.    You  may  have  good 
stories  along. this  line  from  districts  in  your  area. 

Trends  in  Conservation 

Along  with  your  farrier  "success"  stories  on  conservation  practices,  tied  in 
with  local  recommended  practices,  you  might  be  on  the  lock-out  for  these  trends  

 Drainage:    Growing,  recognition  that,  in  many  places,  drainage  is  first 

step  in  conservation.     If  water  net  drained  off,  may  not  be  able  to  use.  fertilizer, 
proper  crop  rotations,  and  other  conservation  practices.    Land  net  formerly 
drained  may  need  drainage .. .and  drained  land  may  need  more  drainage*  Indiscrim- 
inate drainage  of  land  not  suited  to  agriculture  but  valuable  for  wild  life  is 
not  advocated. 

 Irrigation  (For  the  West.)     Seme  formers  finding  how  to  prepare  land  and 

distribute  irrigation  water  with  great  saving  in  water . .,  ..much  less  erosion.., 

(continued  on  next  page.) 


oil  Conservation  Distriet  S^cries  (  continued  from  pare  4  •) 

lower  costs .. .higher  yields. 

Both  technical  men  and  fanners  may  have  stories  to  tell  on  drainage  and   

irrigation. 

 More  efficient  practices:     The  trend  is  ever  toward  mere  efficient,  even 

less  expensive  conservation  methods  cropping  and  similar  practices  where  they  ■ 

are  fully  effective  structures  where  needed.    For  example,  in  Great  Plains  and 

*     Pacific  Northwest ,   stubble  mulching  coming  into  general  use  for  wind  and  water 

control — water-conserving  terraces  and  diversions  also  used  effectively.  And  Maine 
potato  farmers  are  learning  hew  to  use  specially  adapted  potato  equipment  on  the 

S     contour.    Research  carried  on  constantly  by  Soil  Conservation  Service  in  coopera- 
tion with  State  Experiment  Stations  and  others, 

onservation  Equipment . 


The  Conservation  engineers  are  working  with  manufacturers  on  new  equipment, 
and  adaptations  of  old  equipment,  for  such  work  as  terracing. . .which  may  afford 
basis  for  stories.    Meanwhile ,  a  point  or  so  about  dirt-moving  operations  

 Farmers  Do  Own  Work:    The  tendency  is  to. encourage  farmers  to  do  as  much 

of  own  terracing,  etc.,  as  possible.    A  farmer  with  a  tractor  may  use,  for  example, 
a  blade  grader.    Or,  a  farmer  with,  two  mules  or  horse,  may  use  a  slip  scraper,  or 
an  old-fashioned  V-dreg. 

 Trdined  Operators :    Where  farmer  needs  outside  help,  Missouri  ( in  parti cu— , 

lar)  ,  Iowa,  and  "other  States  have  been  giving  special  training  to  equipment  owners- 
operators  who  do  work  on  contract  basis.    Conservation  technicians  do  the  planning 
and  supervise  application  of  practices  when  requested  by  Soil  conservation 
districts. 

The  pLadio  Job. 


The  foregoing  offers  a  little  background  for  you  as  you  go  to  soil  conserva- 
tion district  people,  to  leaders  in  areas  thinking,  of  forming  districts ...  and  to 
local,  State,  and  regional  Soil  Conservation  Service  men  and  other  agencies. . .for 
local  radio  material. 

aeezrsoi:  c::  lathy  rj"" 

In  talking  to  the  National  Cooperative  Milk  Producers  at  St.  Louis,  Nov.  13, 
Secretary  Anderson  said  that: 

"...During  the  war,  for  the  first  time  in  many  years  we  began' to  export  sub- 
stantial quantities  of  dairy  products... I  don't  see  why  we  should  not  look  forward 
to  the  possibility  of  retaining  some  foreign  markets... 

"Now  as  to  prices.     I  think  we  can  begin  by  frankly  admitting'  that  the  prices 

of  some  dairy  products  cannot  be  expected  to  stay  where  they  are.    That  situatidn 

is  already  beginning  to  correct  itself  and  I  think  we'll  all  a?ree  that  this  is 
to  the  long-range  best  interests  of  dairymen  as  well  as  the  consumers. " 


National  Food  Situation 


Food  supplies  will  be  relatively  large  during  the  next  few  months. . .with 
the  main  exceptions  being  sugar,  -fats  and  their  products.    The  situation  in 
brief  is: 

Somewhat  less  chicken,  eggs,  butter  and  other  fats,  dried  prunes,  and 

raisins,  and  sales  of  milk  for  fluid  use... during  the  next 

;  few  months  than  in  latter  part  of  '45. 

Larger  amounts  of  cheese,  evaporated  milk,  canned  and  frozen  fruit,  apples, 

citrus  fruits,  cranberries,  grapes,  canned  and  frozen 
vegetables,  potatoes,  dried  milk,  corn  food  products,  t 
canned  fish. 

About  same  of  other  roods  as  in  latter  part  of  '45. 

By  Commodities 

The  situation  for  various  important  foods  is: 

Meat . . .Total  supplies  this  winter  will  be  about  as  large  as  last  winter.  But 
civilians  may  average  a  little  less,  because  stocks  are  very  low... and  require- 
ments for  armed  forces  must  be  met  out  of  current  production.    Prospects  for 
individual  meats  are  

 Beef:       Supplies  will  be  large  this  winter... and  production  expected  to 

run  ahead  of  last  year  for  rest  of  '46.    Production  likely  to 
continue  large  through  winter  and  spring. .. since  present  prices, 
of  fed  cattle  and  large  supplies  of  corn  are  expected  to  increase 
■'.  short-term  cattle  feeding. 

 Pork:      More  plentiful  than  in  recent  months. . .although  less  so  than- beef. 

Pork  production  expected  to  run  ahead  of  last 'year  for  rest  of 
'46.    Production  also  will  be  large  through  i/Lrch  as  rest  of  '46 
spring  pigs  come  to  market.    But  more-thcn-seasona-l  reduction  in 
prospect  for  spring  and  summer  because  of  sharp  drop  in  '46  fall 
pig  crop. 

Da iry  Products... Ab out  normal  stocks  of  some  products. . .below  normal  stocks  «f 
others,  especially  butter.  For  f46,  U.  S.  will  average  (per  person)  about'  430 
lbs.  of -fluid  milk  and  cream. .. compared  with*  438  in  '45... and  340  for  f 35-39. 

Fat s  and  0 ils . . .Next  2.  or  3  months,  civilians  may  use  moderately  less  food  fats 
than  year  ago... with  

 Butter:      Supplies  probably  smaller ...  in  spite  of  slightly  higher  creamer; 

butter  output.    Both  military  and  civilian  stocks  so  small  that 
current  consul  ;>tion  cannot  be  increased  by  withdrawals  from 
stocks  as  happened  last  year. 

(continued  on  next  page.) 
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BAB  Situation  Report  (continued  from  page  6  .) 

—Lard;      Supplies  nay  be  about  sane  this  fall  as  late  '45.    Exports  of  lard 
in  Oct. -Dec.  probably  mil  not  be  as 'large  as  for  same  period 
last  year.    But  Oct.  1  stocks  were  only  about  half  as  large  this 
year  as  last. 

USDA  OFFICIAL  TRAVEL 


San  Francisco 


Dec.  9-11      Under-Sec'y.  Dodd 


Annual  Meeting  Farm, 
Bur.  Fed. 


Detroit 


Nov.  19  G.  F„  Geissler, 

Mgr.  Fed. Crop  Ins. 


College  Station,  Texas  Nov.  18 

Stillwater,  Okla.  Nov,  19 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  Nov. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  Nov. 

Jackson,  Kiss.  Nov. 

Auburn,  Ala.  Nov. 


Athens,  Ga. 


Nov. 


20 
21 
22 
25 

9  O 


•J.  3.  Daniels,  Fed. 
Crop  Insurance 

17  "  II 


1948  Wheat  Crop  Insur- 
ance program 

1947  Cotton  Crop  Insur- 
ance Sales  Program 


Atlanta  Nov.  18-20    D,  B.  Lasseter,  Ad-    Informal  meeting  with 

mini st rat or,  Farmers    State  officials 
Home  Administration 


FC  TAT  PES  AD  IOTINITUH 

This  reversion  to  high  school  Latin  days  is  prompted  by  this  week's  3AE 
Crop  Report .. .nearly  7  million  bus.  more  potatoes  (as  of  Nov.  l)   than  estimated 
for  Oct.  1. .  .exceeding  the  previous  all-time  record  in  '4-3  by  13  million  bu. 

Thus,  we  have  100  million  bu.  more  than  expected. 

The  acreage  planted  was  only  1$  above  ~oals.    If  farmers  had  met  their  goals 
State  by  State  we'd  have  fewer  surplus  spuds.     But  higher-yielding  areas  increased 
acreage,  more  than  offsetting  reductions  in  lower-yielding  areas.    Other  factors 
were  good  growing  weather,  the  effect  of  DDT  on  insects,  etc. 

As  we've  pointed  out  previously,  there  isn't  enough  storage  to  take  care,  of 
the  crop.    Hence,  the  supplications  to  eat  potatoes ...  store  as  many  as  possible 
at  home... and  feed  to  livestock, 

USDA  has  bought  40  million  bu.  since  May. ..most  of  them  going  into  beverage 
alcohol  and  starch.    The  loan  program  was" launched  in  Sept.,  but  the  catch  is 
shortage  of  storage.. 
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AMONG  CURSELYES 

WGYJs  Listener  Survey 

Ac  a  follow-up  to  its  survey  on  the  amount  of  listening  to  its  Farm  Paper  of 

the  Air,  WGY  (Schenectady  Boh  Child s)   sent  a  questionnaire  to  1500  listeners 

asking  for  comments  on  the  program.     It  got  returns  from  about  one  fourth  (415). 

Of  those  farmers  replying:  ....  -.. 

 More  listen  on  Wednesday,  Monday,  Friday. 

 Fewer  listen  on  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Saturday. 

As  to  time  of  broadcast,  95';  put  12:30  pam.  as  a  must , .  .rather  than  some 
other  time  of  day. 


For  market  reports,  6C$  of  those  farmers  listen  regularly  to  the  market 
reports  at  12:50  p.m. . . .with  89$  voting  against  any  change  in  time. 


The  listeners'  opinions  of  the  subje 

ct  matter 

that  WGY 

presents  in 

its 

Farm  Paper  of  the  Air  were: 

Per  cento,' 

?e'of  Audience  Wanting 

Subject  Matter 

More 

Same 

iiOS'S 

Research  under  way  on  new  methods 

G4 

36 

0 

"How  to  do  it" (improve  pasture,  cull  hens 

,  etc.) 

55 

44 

1 

Rural  Church 

55 

44 

1 

Economic  outlook( farming  adjustments  next 

ye  ar) 

50  - 

47 

3 

Farm  electrification 

47 

51 

2 

Farming  operational  advice  (Tune-October) 

43 

56 

1 

Weather  forecasts  (12:29  p.m.) 

34 

65-  •  • 

1 

Eomemaking 

L 

34 

60  ■ 

6 

Hired  hand  exchange  (Feb. -May) 

34 

55 

11 

Commending  the  farmer 

28 

63 

9 

Government ' regulat  ions 

24 

59 

17 

Bulletin  offers 

24 

74 

2 

Wholesale  farm  produce  market  reports 

23 

72 

5 

Milk  production  reports  (Mondays  only) 

19 

74 

•  7 

USDA  Official  Travel 


In  our  Nov.  1  RFD  Letter,  we  got  underway  with  a  somewhat  more  ambitious  plan 
than  hitherto  tried  to  give  you  advance  announcement  of  the  itineraries  of  a  few 
USDA  officials  and  foreign  visitors,  traveling  in  the  field.    Our  fingers  are 
still  somewhat  crossed  about  the"  idea,    "we'd  welcome  your  entirely  candid  comments 
as  you  see  it  from  your  end. 

Incidentally,  we  skipped  last  week  for  no  better  reason  than  that  offices 
on  our  floor  were  being  reshuffled,  and  our  *,phones  were  out. 

Enclosure: 

Anderson's  Talk  on  Grange. 


Reserve 

hi*  4 


RFp  UTTER 

7.  TS*Ji>  V<*«f** 


From  th«: 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


General: 

Davis  on  "Wld  Food  Heeds.  I 

"Costly  'Business  as  Usual".'  1 

British  FAO  Proposal   2 

U.  S.  FAO  Proposal   2 


RADIO  SERVICE 


Hovember  22,  I9U6 


Ken  Li.  Gai^en 


Klectrif ication_  Conference. ......... 

Farm  Price  Supports   % 

Chamber  of  Commerce  Meet  \ 

Corn  Loans.  .............  U 


'China-Philippine  Llissions  3  Crop  Insurance  Background  6—7 

Juvenile  Conference   3  Among  Ourselves  

Margarine  Trends.  .5     Congressman  Hope  at  Chic  ago,*  ........  £ 


oh  the  i:it5hi-iatioit:x  FBQHT  " 

A  number  of  important  developments  occurred  this  week  on  the  international 
agricultural  front. 

Davis  on  weeds  Abroad 


Famine • Emergency  Chairman  Chester  D?vis  observed  yesterday  that  there  appear; 
to  be  an  abundant  supply  of  cereals  available  for  relief  as  needed.     So  we  won't 
need  another  saving  and  sharing  campaign  like  the  one  last  spring.     The  hitch  is 
in  transportation. .  .boxcars.    Mr.  D-^vis  said  '  e  understood  "every  effort  is  going 
to  be  made'1  to  bre~k  the  transportation  bo  tleneck. .  .that  a  Cabinet  committee 
(State,  Agriculture,  Commerce)  is  working  on  the  problem. 

"Nate"  Koenig,  Exec.  Asst.  to  Secret -ry  —nderson,  added  that  a  large  part 
of  the  wheat  and  flour  to  meet;  our  goal  is  in  sight. .. corn  is.  no-problem  to  get..; 
but  there  are  difficulties  with  flour  because  wheat  is  moving  to  terminals  so 
slowly. 


"Costly  'Business  as  Usual1" 


Under  that  title,  D.  A.  FitzG-erald,   Sec. -Gen.  of  the  International  Emer- 
gency  Food  Council,  last  week  needled  his  fellow  Americans  to  do  more  to  help 
meet  foreign  food  naeds.     He  asked  if  they   'culdn' t  be  willing  to  put  up  -:ith 
some  delays  and  inconveniences  to  provide  enourh  box  cars  to  move  gr^in  to 
ports*    He  spoke  of  rationing  of  bread  in  ne~rly  every  European  coun try.  .-,  -^nd 
discussed  possibilities  of  this  country's  oupplying  more  "rheat,  fats  -^nd  oils, 
and  sugar  than  no^  contemplated.     "If  Europe  and  the  rest  of  the  world  do  not 
attain  political  and  economic  stability,  our  own  fate  will  not  be  a  Ivppy 
one."  (See  enclosure.)  , 

(  continued  on  next  p.-ge.  ^ 


-  2 


Britain>,R  FAO  Proposal     (continued  from  p-^ge  1.) 

The  quiet  that  has  hung  over  the  workings  of  the  FAO  World  Food  Board 
Preparatory  Commission  here  in  Washington  v7  s  "broken  at  the  end  of  this  week  by 
a  British  proposal*     The  British  just  as  the  U.  S. ,  are  supporting  the  objectives 
of  the  Orr  World  Food  Board*     In  their  proposal,  they  say  thay  have  tried  to 
bring  plans  to  meet  these  objectives  more  nearly  in  line  with  the  program  of 
the  International  Trade  Organization,  now  holding  a  preparatory  session  in 
London*     They  indicted  that  such  devices  as  Buffer  Stocks  and  Long-Term  Contract f 
are  not  irreconcilable  with  the  Commodity  Agreements  proposed  by  ITO,  and  endor- 
sed by  the  U.  S.  Government,     They  said  that  suitable  agreement s. . .with  proper 
safeguards  for  consumers  and  effective  sanctions  to  enforce  the  basic  price-range 
...might  represent  a  meet ing— point  for  the  diverse  views  of  the  British  ;?hd  other 
delegations,  (including  the  U.  S. )  *'  !'f 

The. British  proposal  is  the  most  concrete -plan  brought  forth  by  the  vrrious 
nations  represented  in  the  FAO  Preparatory  Session  here.    We  hope  to  send  you 
a.  copy  next  week?_    .  ... .  •  ■'  '  '  ;' 

U.  S.  FAO  Proposal   '    '  ' 


Meanwhile,  as  we  go  to  press,  it  looks  as- if  the  TJ.  S.  delegation  will 
bring  forth  a  statement  on  U.  S.  proposals  next  Monday  (the  25th) 

ITO  In  London 


All  the  while,  the  delegation    to  the  FAO  World  Food  Board  session  here  in 
Washington  havehad  their  ears  cocked  for  word  from  the  ITO  session  in  London... 
expected  to  finish  up  the  end  of  this  week.    The  position  that  various  countries 
: 'at  London  take  on  commodity .  agreement s  will  .be  important  to  future  activities  of 
■  1TQ,  and  to  further  orogress  in  FAO's  sessions  here,  and  vice  versa. 

FAO  Official  Travel     .  ■•  . .  ... 

Two  officials  of  FAO.  will  be  in  Chic-y~o  in  the  near  future: 

Dec.  17 — —  S...  il.  Bruce,  chairman  of  .the  FAO,  Preparatory  Commission  now 
meeting  here  in  Washington,  ''ill  address  the  meeting  of 
Association  of  Land  Colleges  and  Universities. 

Jan.     8  Sir  John  Orr,  Director  General  of  FAO,  will  address  the 

•  llational  Council  of  Farmers  Cooperatives. 

GARDEN  C0NF£5E~.-rCE,  PROGRAM  •  ... 

•The  program  for  the  Wat io-nsL  Garden  Conference  here  in  Washington  Dec.  5~6 
will  include  reviews  of -the  national  and.  international  food  situations,  as 
background  for  seeds  for  gardens  in  l.Hj. 


WATCH  FOR  ASIATIC  MISSION  MEMBERS 


You  EFT'S  in  a  number  of  States  might  be  on.  the  look-out  for  possible  broad- 
casts with  men  from  your. State. .» or  adjoining  Sttes...who  have  been  -7ith  the 
U.  S.  agricultural  missions  to  China  and  the  Philippines.    They're  no\?  arriving 
in  Washington, .. and  their  travel  authorizations  c  11  for  them  to  be  back  in 
their  home  towns  by  Hoy,  30. 

There'  2  missions  left  the  U.  S.  the  latter,  part  of  June,    they've  spent  the 
past-  -several  months  touring  the  respective  countries,  gathering  f  ~cts  as  the 
basis  for  recommendations  for  agricultural  development  of  these  countries.  The 
reports  on  their  travels  suggest  a  wealth  of  auuian  interest  material  on  the 
country  and  people  they've  seen. ...  their'  wining  and  dining. .. and  so  on.    And  our 
folks  here  at  home  will  be  interested  to  hear  what's  happening. .. and  what  may 
happen... to  the  tung  oil,  coconut  oil,   sug~r,  and  other  commodities  in  those 
countries  as  they  may  affect  exports  to  the  U.  S. ,  and  markets  in  those  and 
oth^r  countries  for  U.  S.  products. 

The  China  mission  included:    Dr.  Hutchison  of  U.  of  Calif *.-»33r.  Case, 
economist  of  U.  of  111. .  .Mr,  Burns,  wool  specialist  from  *7.  of  flyo. .  .Charles 
J.  Huber,  private  engineering  consultant  on  silk,  Plainfield,  H.  J. .  ...r.  Seitz, 
agricultural  engineer;  and  Mr.  hummel,   specialist  in  agricultural  education,  frorr 
Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute  at  Black sburg, .  .1  r.  Hesbit  of  U.  of  Md« ..as  fisher, 
adviser. .. along  with  2  USDA  men:     Mr.  Buck  and  Mr.  Moyer  of  OFAR,  and  .r.  Crane, 
nut  tree  specialist  of  AHA.  « 

The  Philippine  mission  included:     Dean  C  11  and  Mr.  Kepler  of  IZSAC,  Mans... 
Extension  Director  Sanders  of  La. . .Director  3  aumont  of  the  Hawaii  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station. .. and  Mr.  lagg.art  of  USDA1 s  OFAR. 

Juvenile  Deliquency  Recommendations 

Seeking  a  better  means  of  meeting  problems  of  juvenile  deliquency  in  rural 
areas,  the  Rural  Aspects  Panel  of  the  National  Conference  for  the  Prevention  and 
control  of  Juvenile  Delinquency  submitted  its  report  to  the  General  Conference 
assembly  at  the  final  session  this  afternoon.    .  . 

The  report  was  delivered  by  the  Rural  Panel  Chairman,  Raymond  Miller 
President,  American  Institute  of  .Cooperation.     It  urged  the  establishment  of  (  * 
juvenile  courts  and  juvenile  court  officers  for  rural  areas,  child  guidance 
clinics,  and  broader  courses  and  counceling  . services,  in  rural  schools. 

•  '  ."  The  Rural  Panel,  like  the  others  at  the  conference  stressed  adult  respon- 
sibility, and  delinquency  prevention,  rather  than  punishment  for  young  offenders. 
They  made  proposals  to  help  parents  who  need  help  do  a  better  job  with  the  child 
in  the  home. 

These  over— all  recommendations  were  submitted  to  the  Continuing  Committee 
of  theConf erence :  (l)  to  collect  and  compile  statistics  on  juvenile  delinquency 
in  rural  areas;   (2)  that  all. the  youth  of  a  local  community  be  afforded  the 
opportunity  to  participate  in  group  activities;  and  (3)  that  the  basic  respon- 
sibility for  the  control  and  prevention  of  juvenile  delinquency  re  ts  primarily 
with  the  home  and  the  local  community. 


PRICE  SUPPORTS  FOR  '47 


As  a  sequel  to  last  week's  round-up  on  '47  goals,  here's  a  line-'up  on  the'pric 
support  programs  now.  in  ..e.ffe.ct .  ...with  c  sprite-,  of  them  being  of  particular  interest 
where  farmers  are  asked  for  big.  p^oduc^ion  :"ag\iri 'in  ,' 47 «  ti' 

There  are  2  major  groups  of  ?..U^.P:Qrt^4' ..q/^iinodities s 

The  6  Basic  Crops — with  permanent  price  support  'provid ed  by  the 'Triple  A 
Act  of  '38.     They  are  corn,  •whe.a.t,.,.  ric e,  -tobacco,  and  peanuts  for  nuts,  and 
cotton.     The  present  price  support,  rate  is  .  90/o  "of 'par  ity  for  the  first  5....  ' 
with  92g%  for  cotton.  ...  '  . 

The  13  Steagall  Amendment  Commodities—including  hogs,  milk,  eggs,  chickens, 
turkeys,,  soybeans  for  oii,  flaxseed  for  oil,  peanuts  for  oil,  potatoes,  sweet- 
potatoes,  dry  beans,  dry  pea.s,  and  American  Egyptian  cotton.     These  commodities 
are  to  be  supported  at.no  less  than  90%  of  parity  for  2  years9  beginning  January  1 
after  the  war  emergency  is  officially  ended.     Since  the  war  emergency  has  not  yet 
ended,  Government  price  supports  on  Steagall  commodities  will  be  continued  at 
least  through  '48, 

Incidentally,  in' '45,  income  from  farm  commodities  protected  by  Government 
price  supports  made  up  60%  of  the  total  cash  farm  income. 


CORN  LOAN  PROGRAM 

,  .And  w  hile  we're  tal  king  about  price  supports,  USDA  announced  this  week 
details  of  support- loans  ©n  one  commodity. .  .corn. ;.  .-where  a  large  carry-over  is 
in  prospect  in  '47,     The  program  has  a  few  slight  changes  from  last  year's. 

The  loan  rate  nationally  is  $1.15  a  "bu, .  ..  or  14^  higher  than  last  year. 
Loans  will  be  available  to  farmers  for  a  longer  peri  od. .  .from  Doc.  1  to  July  31. 
Until  June,  loans  will  be  available  on  ear  corn  only,  but  in  June  and  July 
farmers  can  get  loans  on  both  ear  and  shelled  corn. 

Corn  has  to  be  stored  in  acceptable  storage  to  be  eligible  for  loan. 

In  spite  of  the  small  parry-over  from  last  year,  this  year's  record  crop  has 
brought  corn  supplies  to  near-record  levels ,. .nearl y  equa  1  to  '42.     But,  with 
fewer  stock  on  farms  than  in  '42,  the  i3orn  Belt  has  10  to  15%  more  corn  per 
animal  unit  than  last. year, ■    Hence,  the  prospects  of  a  large  carry-over. 

Loans  are  available  through  County  Agricultural  Conservation  committees. 
Your  State  PMA.  offices  can  give  you  the  local  loan  rates, 

US.   CHAMBER  AGRICULTURAL  SESSION 

This  week,  the  Agricultural  Oommittee  met  at  the  U.  S.  Chamber  of  Commerce  here 
in  Washington  to  tall:  about;  agricultural  programs,  price  support,  international 
programs  suctr  as  FAO  and-  ITO,  and  related  matters. 


MARGARINE  CONSUMPTION  TRENDS 


The  October  National  Eood  Situation  *  released  last  week  gives  this  back- 
ground on  trends  in  the.  use  of  margarine: 

Butter"  production  and  consumption  will  undoubtedly  recover  much  of  their  lost 
ground,  but  a  high  level  of  butter  consumption  compared  with  prewar  is  question- 
able.    Some  of  the  wartime  increase  in  margarine  consumption  and  production  may 
be  kept.     The  product  has  -been  improved  and  butter  prices  are  likely  to  continue 
relatively  high  for  another  year  or  two* 

Civilian,  per  capita  consumption  of  margarine  increased  frrm  about  2.2  lbs. 
(fat  content)  in  TUl  and  '.U2...  .to  3.1  lbs.  in  lV5  and  'UU.c.and  then  -to  3.3  lbs. 
in    l+5»     ^-be  production  of  margarine  was  increased  greatly  during  the  war  in 
resprnse  to  procurement  for  British  armies  and  the.  demand  for  table  fats  in  this 
country.  • 

Cottonseed  oil  made  up  about  half  of  the  oils  used  in  'U2  and  much  larger 
accounts  of  soybean  oil  were  used  than  in  previous  years. 

*  Bureau  Agrl. -Economics,  USDA 

.*-*■" 

... 

A  70RE  ABOUT  COTTON  LOANS 

Recent  fluctuations  in  the  cotton  market  brought  frrm  a  good  many  farmers  the 
question  as  to  whether  the  parity  basis  for  loans  changes  with  the  week  to  week 
changes  in  market  prices; -in  other  words,  whether  the  loan  rate  goes  up  and 
down  with  the  market.    The  answer,  of  course,   is  no.   "The  law  savs  that  the  loan 
-is  92?$'  of  parity,  as  of  July  15  of  the  particular  year.     Once  established',  the 
loan  rate... in  dollars  and  cent s ...  remains  the  same  for  the  crop  produced  that 
year. 

FARM  ELECTRIFICATION  CONFERENCE 

Here's  a  belated- reminder  about  the  National  .Farm  Electrification  conference 
held  in  Chicago  Nov.  J  and-  3. .  The  conference  included  13  national  o rg and zat ions 
of  farmers,  educators,  manufacturers,  distributors,  contractors,  and  engineers. 
It  dealt  with  educational  work Tffi  wiring,  purchase  and  installation  of  equipment, 
and  getting  electricity  into  general  use. 

State  peeple . at t ending  included:    Extension' 'Director  Rams ewer  of  Ohio,  "ice- 
Dean  of  Agriculture  p  -  acock  of  U.  of  Tenn. ,     Dean  and  Director  Reed  of  Purdue ,  P. 
T.  mo nt fort,   agricultural  engineer  at.  Texas  A  &■  Mi 

RFE's  in  those  and. other  States  might  be  on  the  look-out  for  electrification 
.features  in  the  light  of  the . conference. 


BACKGROUND  ON  CROP  INSURANCE 

The  sign-up  for  crop  insurance  on  spring  wheat,  flax,  and  cotton  is  under- 
way in  most  counties. . .or  will  he  in- the  next.few  weeks.     So  we'll  give  you  a 
round— up  on  where  insurance  stands... and  where  it  s  headed. 

Meed  More  Participants  ' 

To  be  successful,  of  course,  crop  insurance  programs  require  a  fairly  large 
participation  by  farmers.     In  fact,  Federal  Crop  Insurance  men  f igure "th- t. . . 
on  the  3  commodities  covered  so  far. ..a  50/^  sign— up  is  necessary  for  successful 
operation.     With  such  a  sign— up,  administrative  costs  could  be  cut. ..and 
premiums  farmers  pay  could  be  greatly  reduced.    At  present,  however,  participa- 
tion falls  a  great  deal  short  of  the  desirable  minimum.     On  the  basis  of  the 

estimated  participation  for  'U7...as  shown  below.. ;the  percentages  Tuns  Wheat  

27-28$. . .  flax — — 16  •!/?(  based  on  1  Uo  census  before  war-time  increase  in -flax 


product  ion) 
contracts: 


Wheat 
PI  ax 
Cot  ton 


••if 

• . • cotton 


'U3 

Us 7, 66 3 
(None) 
177,296 


*9—10$.  ^his  is  the  record  on  the  number  of  farms  having 
'UU  %  'US  'U7  'U8 


None 
None 
None 


23,391+** 
38,072 

113,183 


38U,U08 
iU,003 
136, 2U8 


(600,000* 
(20,250* 
(27U,500* 


725,000)* 
27,000)* 
375,000)* 


*  Estimated 
**  Spring  Wheat  only 


As  you  recall,  Congress  directed  that  crop  insurance  be  dropped  after  the 
1 U3  crop  year.  ..but  restored  it  Dec.  23, 'UU,  and  ad<~;ed  flax  to  the  list.  This 
lapse  explains  the  fact  that  there  were  no  contracts  in  'UU. ..and  the  low  sign- 
up in  ' U5. 


Sidelights  By  Commodities 


Here  are  a  few  sidelights  on  crop  insurance  by  commodities:  -  -..  .. 

Wheat .     In  1 U6, farmers  were  offered  a  J>—"je?v  contract.     Participation  is  lowest 
in  the  high— risk  areas...  .for  example,  the  Western  Plains. .  .where  farmers  need 
insurance  most. 

Flax.  Insurance  is  on  an  annual  contr-ct  basiSo    The  1 U7  goal  is  nearly  double 

the  '  U6  indicated  acreage.  5,000,000  acr  s  against  2,708,000..    Such  an  increas 

requires  heavy  planting  in  the  high-risk  areas*    With  a  1-year  contr  ct,  f3ax 
growers  can  take  much  of  the  risk  out  of 'this  1-year  increased  acreage  with  cro^ 
insurance.     But,   so  far,  participation  is  lowest  in  these  high-risk  areas.;  * " 

Cotton.     The  contract  is  on  a  continuous  basis.     The  crop  hazards  this  past 
season. ..and  he->vy  crop  losses  in  some-  localities. .  .have  left  a.  good  irrny  cotto: 
growers  pretty  "insurance  minded." 


(continued  on  next  page.) 


Background  on  Crop  Insurance  (continued  from  page  6  .) 

The  Experimental  Programs 

Congress  authorized  extension;  of  insurance  to  other  crops' through  trial  pro- 
grams. .. with  the  programs  limited. to  20  counties,  and  to  3  .years,  for -each 
commodity..  Experiment.:!  programs  are  now  underway  on  corn  and  tobrcco .  An 
important  feature'  of  the  experiment si  programs  is  a- provision  for  coverage  "based 
on  a  farmer's  actu-1  investment  in  the  crop... as  against  the  "broader  coverage 
based  on  yields.    This  investment  type  is  especially  adapted  to  2  groups:  (a) 
high-risk  farmers  with  good  crops  on  the  average,  but  occasional  highs  and  lows, 
and  {b)  farmers  mtk  rather  low  production  costs. •   Other  experimental  features 
i  include  different  levels -of  coverage  on  a  yfeld'^basi s. 

Whether  an  experimental  program  is  extended  to  all  growers  of  a  particular 
commodity  depends  first  of  all  on  whether  the  growers  want  it.    There  is  a  lot  of 
interest  among  tobacco  growers  generally  in 'the  tobacco  program.  -  -  •• 

-■?.'■'    '"  So  -f  ar,  insurance" has  been  limited  to  non-perishable  commodities.     If  insur- 
ance is-  extended  to  perishables  such  as  pot -toes  and  citrus  fruits,  a  whole  set 
of  new  problems  will  come  up.  •'• 

■..'.A/fe  pTe^ent,  'FCIC  is  considering  3  experimental  programs  to  be  added  for  'US. 
The  crops  selected  will  depend  on  the  interest  of  producers.    The  selection  will 

be  made  by  the  last  of  January.  .  „■;»'?. 

• '..      ...  ■  ■  ■-.('••* 

Some  Educational.  Angles 

The  crop  insurance  people  cite  three  points  that,  have  been  stressed  in 
localities  where  crop  insurance  has  been  most  successful.     First ,  crop  insurance 
*s  protect  ion— not  a  money-making  plan.,  .you  don't  drop  insurance  dimply  because 
in  the  course  of  2  or  3  years  you  didn't  collect  more  in  losses  than  you  p^id  : 
in  premiums.     Second,  valuable  as  price  Supports  are,  they  do  you  no  good,  in  the 
year  when  you  lose  your  crop  and  have  nothing  to  sell. .. that ' s  where  crop  insure 
ance  comes  in.     Third,  (and  this  has  been  especially  effective  in'  the  South') , 
farmers  "insure"  against  certain  types  of  losses  with  fertilizer,  insecticides, 
conservation,  etc. . . .while  crop  insurance  covers  other  hazards-  against .which. the 
farmer  alone  cannot  protect  himself.     In  the ;  more  successful-  localities,  1  '• 
the  crop  insurance  people  have  had  the  active  cooperation  of  banks,  farm 
machinery  people,   :.nd  others... who  looked  to  crop  insurance  to  cushion  the  com- 
munity against  the  effects  of  bad  crop  years. 

Point s  on  Contact 

You  can  get  specific  features  on  your  loc^l  crop  insurance  progr-m  through 
the  State  Crop  Insurance  Office,   St-te  Pi.IA  committeas,  and  county  Agricultural 
Conservation  (AAA)  committees. 

"'e're  enclosing  for  your  information  r  copy  of  a  recent  talk  by  £.  F. 
Geissler,  Manager  of  the  FCIC. 


  ......  -  g  - 

AMONG  OURSELVES 

Congressman  Hope  at  Chicago" 

Our  good  brethren  of  the  Farm  Paper  Editor  fraternity" right  chivalrously 
suggest  that  RFD's  at  Chicago  for  the  4-H  Club  Congress  and  RFD  session  lay  aside 
their  side  arms  at  the  'doorway  of  the  Morrison  Hotel  and  join  them  an  a  .banquet, 
Tuesday  evening,  December  3.    -The  featured  attraction  is  Congressman  Hope  of  Kansas 
(generally  predict ed  t£  -"be  chairman  of  the  House  .Agriculture  Committee)  who  will 
chart  expected  farm  legislation,  and  answer,  questions  on. what  Congress  may  have  in 
store  for  agriculture*  -  "  '  .'  ;  .  :•.     .  ■  •  :. 

At  the  afternoon  session,'  John  Strohm,  president  of  .the. American  Agricultural 
Editors  Association,  will  show  his  own  colored  pictures,  of  Russia,  and  some  other 
European  countries,    •  Other  speakers  will  talk  about  readership  surveys,  and  kindre 
matters.  „  . 

Incidentally;  Brother  Mclntyre,  who  edits  USDA'.s  background  letter  to ;  Farm 
J'ap'er  Editors,  some  time  back  made  a  formal  proposition  for  a  joint  session  of 
RFD's  and  the  editors  at  Chicago*    'For  some  reason,   (everybody  too  busy,  perhaps) 
the  suggestion  was  voted  down.     Now  Brother  Mac  very  charitably. announces  open 
house  for  the  program  the  editors  have  cooked  up.    •  ,  , 

If  you  want  to  attend  the  Dec.  3  banquet  to  hear  Congressman  Hope,  write 
p-romptly  to  John  Strohm,  7728  Saginaw  Avenue ,  Chicago*    :  ", 

P.S*    -The  proposed  deal  for  a  joint  session 'of  RFD's  and  Farm  Paper 
Editors  here  in  Washington  the  two  days  prior  to  the  radio  . 
institute  at  Columbus  next  spring  (April  30— May  l)  still  stands; 
Ken  Gapen  will  talk  about  this  suggestion  with  RFD's  at  the 
Chicago  session. 


Enclosures:  ■' 

Talk  on  Crop  Insurance 

World  Talk  by  D.  A.  FitzGerald  on  World  Food  Needs. 
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PAO  A1TD  IIP  COI  III  SSI  PITS  PROGRESS 

In  the  past  week,   the  British  and  U.   S,  Delegations:  .to  the  PAO  Prepara- 
tory Commission  on  a  World  Pood  Plan. .  .meeting  here  in  *va shington. .. emphasized 
the  use  of  commodity  agreements  to  stabilize  prices  and  meet  urgent  food  ■. 
needs.     This,  as  against  the  machinery  suggested  in  Sir  John  Boyd-Orr1 s 
proposed  World  Pood  Board.    Meanwhile,  the  International  Trade  Organization 
preparatory  commission  meeting  in  London  proposed  new  features  of  commodity 
agreements  to  meet  the  special  problems  of  surpluses  and  deficits  encountered 
with  agricultural  commodities.     (See  our  background  piece  on  pp.  4-5) 


ggested  action  on  a  .domestic  angle 
.       ■•       gri  cultural  price  support  commit- 
ments and  production  levels. 

In  a  letter  to  .Senator  Thomas  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Agricultural 
and  Pores-try,  the  Secretary  referred  to  a  cost  to  the  Government  of  $80 
million  in  supporting  prices  On  1 46'  potatoes. and  wastage  of  several  mill- 
ion bushels,  in  spite  of  every  possible .  effort  to  find,  .uses  for  them..  He 
cited  concern  over  similar  problems  that  might  come  up  with  ether  commodities 
;e.g.,  poultry.     He  said  he  hoped  a  joint  conference  with  Senate  and  House 
Agricultural  Committees  could  be  held  to  deal  with  the  problem.  "  (See 
enclosure).:. 


LATE  POTATO  SHIPMENTS  LAG 


Some  people,  noting  that  carlot  shipments  of  late  potatoes  this  year 
are  smaller  than  during  the  same  period  last  year,  have  been  asking  "Why?" 

Briefly,  the  reason  is  that  States  ordinarily  considered  potato  deficit 
areas  this  year  have  had  on  hand  more  locally— grown  potatoes  than  usual. 
For  that  reason  carlot  shipments  from  Maine  and  other  major  producing  areas 
are  below  last  year' s  mark. 

.  [But,  while  shipments  of  late  potatoes  are  10,000  cars  less  than  at 
this  time  in  194-5,  potato  shipments  for  the  entire  early,  intermediate  and 
late  crop  this  year  are  11,000  cars  more  than  during  the  same,  period  last 
year. 


POTATO  LOAN  SIC-IT-UP  UIULPavAY  ...... 

County  agricultural  conservation  offices  in  ail  important  potato 
counties  are.  now  working  hard  on  the  com.ple.tion  ,of  Irish  potato  loans.  This 
work  includes  inspection  to  determine  that,  the  potatoes  are  of  a  quality 
suitable  for  storage  and  that  they  are  properly  ctored  in  approved  storage... 
and  the  work  of  completing  the  necessary  loan  papers. 

In  most  cases  completed  loans  call  for  disbursement  at  the  borrower' s 
local  bank... and  im  a  few  cases  disbursement  is  requested  direct  from  a 
fiscal  office  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration. 

Securing  a  loan  is  a  grower's  method  of  making  certain  that  he  gets 
support,  prices  for  his  potatoes.     Obviously,  he  won't  sell  his  loan  potatoes 
on  the  open  market  for  less  than  support  prices  when,  under  the  terms  of 
his  loan -agreement,  can  offer  these  potatoes  for  delivery  to  the  government. 

The  grower  agrees  not  to  market  in  any  one  calendar  month  more  than  20 
percent  of  the  potatoes  he  has  under  loan,  or  a  carload,  whichever  is  greater. 

REPORT  ON  CHINA  MISSION 

Dr.  Hutchison,  of  the  U.  of  Calif... who  headed  the  China  Agricultural 
Mi  ssion.  ..•  reported  that  China's  60  million  farmers  have  only  about  210 
million  acres.     But  they're  good  farmers,  and  get  high  yields.     The  living 
standards  of  most  farmers,  however,  is  distressingly  low.     Their  land  taxes 
are  excessive,  credit  meager,  and  interest  rates  high.     They  can  increase 
food  production  by  (l)  better  crop  varieties,  (2)  more  fertilizer,  (3)  better 
insect  and  plant  disease  control,  and  (4)  more  irrigation.    Put,  unless  China 
can  find  a  way  to  prevent  rapid  increase  of  population,  any  increase  in 
crop  yields  may  only  mean  more  people  existing  on  the  present  low  standard 
of  living. 

China  urgently  needs  a  good  agricultural  extension  service. 
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REA  LOCAL  RADIO  SHOW  HDLPS 

PDA's  Dob.  Lambert  tells  us  of  a  new  field  reporting  service,  through 
which  PDA  expects  to  "be  able  to  supply  RFD'  s  with  leads  on  interesting  and 
significant  rural  electrification  stories  in  their  areas  on  reouest.  The 
service  will  include  lining  up  local  farners  to  "be  interviewed. .  .a  thumb- 
nail sketch  of  the  farmers'  stories. .. and  authoritative  material  from  SUA 
specialists  to  go  along  with  the  farm  stories. 

If  you're  interested,  get  in  touch  with  Robert  J.  Lambert,  Information 
Division,  Sural  Electrification  Administration,  Washington,  D.  C. 

CAIDTIITG-  CODPDDDTTOD  AT  KAITSA5  CITY 

The  national  Conference  on  Home  Canning  Research  will  he  in  session 
in  Kansas  City  next  week,  Dec.  5-7.     To  date,  we  have  word  that  25  home 
economists  from  24  States  will,  attend.     In  addition  to  some  of  the  more 
technical  discussion,  the  conference  will  go  into  problems  such  as  spoilage, 
and  freezing    home-produced  foods.     Those  of  you  who  have  anything  to  do 
with  homemakers'  matters  may  want  to  get  in  touch  with  the . State  home 
economists  after  the  conference  is  over. 


SURPLUS  FROPDRTY  FQE  7CCD  PRODUCT  10" 


War  Assets  Administration  reports  widespread  misunderstanding  of  the 
rules  dealing  with  disposal  of  surplus  property  in  areas  v/here  shortages 
of  certain  items  impair  or  threaten  to  impair  food  production. 

The  regulations  do  not  apply  to  individual  cases.     An  individual  farmer 
can  not  obtain  surplus  property  by  certifying  as  to  his  own  personal  need. 
It  is  only  -when  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  certifies  that  the  surplus 
property  is  essential  for  food  production  in  a  given  area  that  the  property 
is  made  available.    And  then  only  through  normal  trade  channels. ..and  not 
directly  to  individual  farmers. 

SOIL  COHSDRVATICIT  SOCIETY  AT  OUICAX 

■  A  new  organization  dedicated,  to  soil  conservation...  .with  people  with 
technical  training  or  experience  as .members. .. and  the  rest  of  us  invited  to 
be  associate  members. . .will  meet  at  the  Morrison  Hotel,  Chicago,  Dec.  12—13. 
ITame  of  the  new  outfit:     Soil  Conservation  Society  of  America. 

Scheduled  for  the  various  sessions  are  President  Byrd  of  the  University 
of  Maryland* .  .Asst.   Sec.  Brannan,  Soil  Conservation  Chief  Dennett,  Extension 
Director  Wilson,  and  others  cf.USIA.  .  .S.  K..  Bliss  of  Iowa  State... and 
others.     Piblic  invited.  -  ' 


IITTERITATI OIJAL  AGRICULTURAL  ACTION 


This  past  v/eek  "brought  concrete  developments  on  long-range  world 
agricultural  programs  out  of  the  PAO  preparatory  commission  on  World  Food 
Plans  here  in  Washington. .. and  the  International  Trade  Organization  prep- 
aratory session  in  London. 

Much  of  the  discussion  of  these  developments  is  in  terms  of  the  extent 
to  which  they  follow. ..or  depart  from... the  "Proposals  for  a  World  Pood 
Board"  of-  Sir  John  Boyd  Orr,  Director  General  of  PAO. 

What  Orr  Proposed 

Orr  set  as  his  objective  a  plan  to  (a)  organize  and  develop  production, 
distribution,  and  utilization  of  tasic  foods '  bo  improve  world-wide  health 
standards,  and '(b)   stabilize  agricultural  prices  at  levels  fair  to  producers 
and  consumers.     '  ; 

To  implement  those  ob.j ectives, Orr  proposed  specifically  a  World  Pood 
Board  operating:   (a)  an  international  fund  for  buying-and— selling  price 
stabilizing  operations,   (b)  world  food  reserves  {a  sort  of  Ever— Horr.al 
Granary)  as  insurance  against  crop  failures,   (c)  funis  for  surplus  disposal 
in  countries  where  needs  are  urgent,  and  (d)  in  cooperation  with  other 
agencies  to  promote  industrial  and  agricultural  development  in  undeveloped 
countries.     (See  pp.  10-11  of  "Proposals  for  a  World  Pood  Board,  etc,..." 
a  grey-backed,  printed  report,  about  8-g-xll'J) 

PAO  Studies  proposals 

At  its  Special  Meeting  on  Urgent  Pood  Problems  here  in  Washington  last 
May,  PAO  arranged  to  take  up  Orr' s  proposals  in  a  session  at  Copenhagen  in 
September.     The  Copenhagen  conference  said  "yes"  to  the  objectives,  but 
called  for  further  study  of  specific  plans  by  the  Preparatory  Commission 
which  has  been  in  session  here  in  Washington  since  October  28. 

The  Results  to  Date, 

Following  the  initial  round  of  statements  by  various  Governments,  the 
preparatory  commission  here  in  Washington  got  to  work  in  2  committees: 
Committee  I — Development  of  Pood  Programs;  and  Committee  II — Price  Stab- 
ilization and  Commodity  Policy.     The  first  concrete  developments  out  of 
these  committees  came  within  the  past  week  as  the  British  (last  week-end)., 
and  the  U.  S.  (Monday  of  this  week) .. .made  public  statements  prepared  for 
Committee  II  (See  enclosures.) 

Very  briefly,  here  are  some  of  the  major  implications  of  the  British 
and  U.   S.   stands  to  date,  as  reflected  in  those  statements: 

Organizational  SetUp — PAC,  of  course,   is  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
of  the  United  Pations.     The  U.   S.  and  British  statements  to  date  tend  to 
(1)  Re  serve  to  national  Governments  but  within  a  coordinated  plan,  more  of 
the  function  that  Orr  proposed  for  an  international  agency,   (2)  carry  on  the 
international  collaboration  in  price  stabilization  through  commodity  agree- 
ments under  the  International  Trade  Organization,  rather  than  through  a  World 
Pood  Board  as  proposed  by  PAO' s  Orr.  (continued  on  page  5.) 
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International  Agricultural  Action  (continued  from  page  4e) 

Buffer  Stocks  The  British  endorsed  and  the  U.  S.  will  consider  "buffer 

stocks  as  a  safeguard  against  crop  failures,  to  help  prevent  excessive  prices, 
and  to  draw  on  for  relief  needs.    But  regarding  Orr1  s  propcsa.1  for  inter- 
nal- i onally-hel d  "buffer  stocks,  the  British  proposed  alternatively  and  U.  5, 
prefers  that  ."buff  er  stocks  "be  held  "by  individual    nations, .-.  through  provis- 
ions of  commodity  agreements  on  wheat,-  cotton,  etc, 

.        Belief  Distribution.  The  U-  S,   said  it  is  willing  to  consider  relief 

di stributionC along  "with  Duffer  stocks  and  long-term  contract  s)!-*'  within  the 
framework  of  multilateral  commodity  agreem?nts»     In  fact,  under  the  Inter- 
national VJheat  Agreement  of  1942,  wheat  actually  has  "been  made  available  for 
relief  distribution  from  stocks  held  by  the .various  individual  countries, 

Discussion  Continues  -  " 

.Meanwhile,  discussion  of  proposals  growing  out  of  Crr' s  plan  continues... 
with  some  .  countries  holding  view  different  from  the  statments  made  public 
•    by  Britain  and  U.  S.     It  will  likely. take  some  weeks  yet  for  the  preparatory 
commission  here  to  finish  up  its  recommendations  to  be  made  to  a  general 
PAO  conference  at  some  latsr  date,  -  ■  '. 

ITQ  Proposals  Modified 

In  line  with  the  emphasis  which  a  number  o.C  countries  wished  to  put  on 
use  of  international  commodity  agreements  to  deal  with  world  agricultural  and 
other  commodity  problems,  the  ITO  Preparatory  Committee  which  wound  up  its 
session  in  London  this  week  modified  the  proposals  originally  before  it.  • 

The  originally  proposed  ITO  Charter  s  chapter  (VI)  on  commodity  agree- 
ments recognized  that  with  respect  to  particular  commodities— such  as  wheat, 
cotton,   sugar,   tin,  robber,  etc — there  are  likely  to  be  problems  which  the 
general  trade— freeing  provisions  of  the  Charter  would  not  fully  meet. 

So  the  ITO  Preparatory  Committee  added  price  stabilizat ion  as  one  of  the 
objectives  which  might  be  sought  through  commodity  agreements  when  conditions 
of  burdensome  surplus  or  widespread  unemployment  have  developed, 

The  Committee  also  added  that  agreements  may  be  made  in  expectation  of 
surplus  or  unemployment,  even  though  not  yet  evident, 

Technical  experts  will  comb  over  the  ITO  language  again  January  10, .  • 
with  a  meeting  to  consider  general  tariff  reductions  among  nations  at 
Geneva  April  8..„and  a  full—dress  international  conference  on  the  Charter 
even  later. 

Meantime  the  close  relation  between  ITO  proposals  and  some  world  food 
plan  is  evident.    And  so  the  ITO  meeting  called  upon  the  United  -nations  to 
create  an    ^Interim  Coordinating  Committee  on  International  Commodity  Agree- 
ments, which  could  right  away  begin  pulling  together  the  various  efforts  at 
negotiation  of  such  agreements,  much  as  the  ITO— proposed  Commodity  Commission 
would  eventually  do.     The  same  proposal  was  made  simultaneously  to  the  PAO 
meeting  by  the  U.   So  but  can't  be  decisively  acted  upon  at  once  here.     The  PAO 
Preparatory  Commission  hopes  to  finish  its  work  by  January  10,  however. 
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AMONG  OURS3LV3S 
Chicago  Bound 

This  week's  RFD  Letter  probably  bears  mute  testimony  that  your  editor 
is  doing  a  mild  "one-armed  paper  hanger  act"... as  a  sizeable  segment  of  our 
radio  staff  heads  for  Chicago  for  the  4-H  Club  Congress,  RFD  meeting,  and  ]  \ 

other  agricultural  events.     Chicago  bound  are  Ken  Capen. . . Joe  Tonkin, 
Extension  Radio  Representative  for  the  eastern  half  of  the  country ...  and 
Betsy  Pitt,  who  works  on  network  news  shows  for  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour, 
and  American  Farmer,  and  other  major  assignments. 

The  Story  of  the  RFD' s 


Joe  Tonkin  has  been  extra  busy  in  recent  days  tallying  the  data  on 
some  160  questionnaires  that  RFD' s  have  filled  out  for  us,  giving  us  facts  about 
their  farm  shows.    Ken  and  Joe  expect  to  discuss  highlights  of  the  tabu- 
lation at  the  RFD  session  in  Chicago.     We  plan  to  give  you  the  significant 
facts  in  the  RID  Letter  sometime  soon. 


E  nclosures 

Anderson  Potato  Surplus  Letter 
British  Statement  on  World  Food  Plan 
U.  S.  Statement  on  World  Food  Plan 
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